)r  a  family  member  operate  any  form  of  recreational  buj 
jsaid  yes.  Approximately  1,100  farms  and  ranches  are  i| 

with  more  than  3,000  acres  in  their  operation  had  the 
Ine  percent  saying  they  operate  some  form  of  recreation! 
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1996  MONTANA  FARM  AND  RECREATIONAL  BUSINESS  SURVEY 


NEWS 


During  the  latter  half  of  1996,  Montana  Agricuhural  Statistics  Service  conducted  a  recreational  business 
survey  of  farms  and  ranches  across  Montana.  The  survey  focused  on  finding  out  how  many  farms  and  ranches 
are  currently  involved  in  some  form  of  recreational  business.  Reports  were  summarized  for  more  than  7,500 
respondents  from  nearly  16,000  farms  and  ranches  sampled.  There  currently  are  22,000  farms  and  ranches  in 
Montana. 

When  asked,  "Do  you  or  a  family  member  operate  any  form  of  recreational  business  on  your  property?" 
five  percent  of  all  respondents  said  yes.  Approximately  1,100  farms  and  ranches  are  involved  in  recreational 
businesses.  Farms  and  ranches  with  more  than  3,000  acres  in  their  operation  had  the  highest  percentage  of 
respondents  saying  yes  with  nine  percent  saying  they  operate  some  form  of  recreational  business. 

Fee  hunting/fishing  was  the  most  popular  form  of  a  recreational  business  reported  and  guiding/outfitting 
was  the  second  most  reported  business.  Other  reported  businesses  included  dude/guest  ranch,  working 
farm/ranch,  bed  and  breakfast,  cattle/wagon  drives,  and  tours. 
%9  Of  the  farms  and  ranches  that  did  not  currently  operate  a  recreational  business,  seven  percent,  or  about 

1,500,  responded  they  anticipated  operating  a  recreational  business  on  their  property  in  the  next  five  years. 
Again,  the  largest  farms,  or  those  with  over  3,000  acres,  had  the  highest  rate  with  seven  percent  saying  they  will 
operate  some  form  of  business  in  the  next  five  years.  The  types  of  businesses  the  farms  and  ranches  would 
operate  were  ranked  nearly  the  same  as  those  places  currently  operating  a  recreational  business. 

The  survey  was  conducted  with  funds  provided  by  Travel  Montana. 

Peggy  Stringer 
May  29,  1997 
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AGRICULTURAL  PRICES  RECEIVED  FOR  APRIL 


Montana  winter  wheat  increased  10  cents  to  $4.1 1  per  bushel  and  spring  wheat  went  up  13  cents  to 
$4.16  per  bushel,  but  durum  wheat  declined  1 5  cents  to  $4. 1 3  per  bushel.    Feed  barley  decreased  20  cents  per 
bushel  to  $2.22  and  malt  barley  declined  3  cents  to  $3.13  per  bushel.  At  $2.00  per  bushel  oats  averaged  5  cents 
lower  than  the  previous  month.  The  all  wheat  price  for  mid-May  averaged  $4.10  per  bushel  and  the  all  barley 
price  was  $2.54.  The  price  for  alfalfa  hay  in  May,  at  $101.00  per  ton,  is  down  $13.00  from  last  month.  The 
May  other  hay  price  decreased  $6.00  since  April  to  $89.00  per  ton. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  fiill  month  of  April  were  mostly  higher  than  the  previous  month  with  the 
exception  of  beef  cattle  and  sheep.  Steers  and  heifers  saw  a  $1 .60  increase  to  $74. 1 0  per  cwt.  Cows  increased 
$1.10  to  $41.40  and  the  average  price  for  calves  rose  $3.50  to  $83.90  per  cwt.  Sheep  decreased  $4.90  to  $37.60 
per  cwt.  while  lambs  increased  $1.10  to  $100.00  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  increased  40  cents  to  $13.80  per  cwt. 
Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-May  averaged  $78.90  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  steer  and  heifer  prices  averaged  $67.90  per  cwt  for  the  frill  month  of  April.  Cow  prices  came 
'  in  at  $38.20  and  hogs  were  $53.80  per  cwt.  The  U.S.  all  wheat  price  was  $4. 1 1  per  bushel  and  $2.27  per  bushel 
for  all  barley.  Egg  prices  were  65.8  cents  per  dozen. 

The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  May  was  107  based  on  1990-92=100,  up  1  point  (0.9 
percent)  from  April.  Price  increases  from  April  for  hogs,  cattle,  strawberries,  and  lemons  were  offset  by  price 
decreases  for  milk,  com,  broilers,  and  lettuce.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix  of  commodities  farmers  sell  also 
affect  the  overall  index  level.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  cantaloupes,  sweet  com,  grapes,  and  wheat  more 
than  offset  the  relatively  lower  marketings  of  cattle,  milk,  cotton,  and  com.  These  changes  contributed  virtually 
all  of  the  one  point  increase  in  the  overall  index. 

Compared  with  May  1996,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  5  points  (4.5  percent)  lower.  Price 
decreases  from  May  1996  for  com,  wheat,  milk,  and  potatoes  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  cattle, 
soybeans,  hay,  and  calves. 


Peggy  Stringer 
May  30,  1997 
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INTERNET  ACCESS  UTILIZED  BY  15  PERCENT  OF  MONTANA  FARMS 


Montana  producers  are  leading  the  way  with  both  access  to  computers  and  usage  of  the  Internet 
according  to  a  recent  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  survey.  Fifty-four  percent  of  Montana's  23,000  farms  and 
ranches  have  access  to  a  computer  and  15  percent  of  the  producers  use  the  Internet.  Forty-one  percent  of 
Montana  farms  own  or  lease  computers,  and  33  percent  use  a  computer  for  their  farm  business. 

Thirteen  percent  of  U.S.  farms  have  Internet  access.  Internet  access  ranges  from  4  percent  in  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  to  3 1  percent  in  New  Jersey.  Thirty-one  percent  of  U.S.  farms  ovm  or  lease  computers,  and  20 
percent  use  a  computer  for  their  farm  business. 

A  nationwide  survey  is  conducted  every  June  to  provide  estimates  of  crop  acres  planted,  grain  in  storage, 
livestock  inventories,  and  land  values.  This  year,  questions  were  added  to  the  survey  form  that  asked  the 
operator  about  access  and  use  of  computers.  The  computer  usage  estimates  are  based  on  responses  from  nearly 
34,000  U.S.  agricultural  operations  and  represent  all  sizes  and  types  of  farms.  Montana's  sample  size  was  about 
750  producers, 
farm  Computer  Usage:  Access,  Ownership,  &  Use  by  Selected  States  &  United  States,  1997 


State 


AZ 

CA 

CO 

ID 

MT 

NE 

NV 

NM 

ND 

OR 

SD 

TX 

UT 

WA 

WY 

usi/ 


Farms 


Number  (OOP) 


Farms 


With  Computer 
Access 


That  Owned  or 
Lease  Computers 


Using  Computers 
for  Farm  Business 


With  Internet 
Access 


Percent  of  Farms 


1/ Excludes  AK  and  HI. 


7,500 

46 

42 

35 

16 

84,000 

51 

47 

30 

23 

24,500 

47 

43 

31 

16 

22,000 

48 

36 

21 

12 

23,000 

54 

41 

33 

15 

55,000 

45 

38 

29 

'   14 

2,500 

37 

33 

10 

5 

13,500 

47 

39 

27 

14 

30,500 

44 

34 

28 

11 

37,500 

61 

52 

30 

22 

32,500 

43 

30 

24 

13 

205,000 

41 

32 

21 

18 

13,400 

68 

52 

31 

29 

36,000 

58 

55 

41 

20 

9,100 

56 

45 

37 

11 

2,953.?OQ 

38 

31 

20 

13 

Farm  Computer  Usage:  Access,  Ownership,  and  Use  by  Economic  Class,  Type  of  Farm  1/,  West  Region,  and  United  States,  1997 

Farms 


Economic  Class 
Type  of  Farm 


Farms 


Number  (OOP) 


West  2/  273,000 

$1,000-9,999  132,000 

$10,000-99,999  90,200 

$100,000  &  Over  50,800 

Crop  Farms  130,800 

Livestock  Farms  142,200 

US  3/  2,053,800 

$1,000-9,999  1,030,400 

$10,000-99,999  676,600 

$100,000  &  Over  346,800 

\      Crop  Farms  916,100 

'      Livestock  Farms 1.137.700 


With  Computer 
Access 


That  Owned  or 
Lease  Computers 


Using  Computers 
for  Farm  Business 


With  Internet 
Access 


Percent  of  Farms 


53 
47 
53 
70 
60 
47 
38 
32 
36 
60 
41 


47 
40 
47 
66 
55 
39 
31 
25 
29 
54 
34 
28 


31 
18 
34 
62 
41 
22 
20 
11 
20 
47 
24 
17 


19 
16 
!8 
30 
23 
16 
13 
12 
12 
20 
14 
12 


1/  Crop  and  livestock  farms  are  based  on  1992  Census  of  Agriculture  percentages  by  farm  type.  2/  Includes  AZ,  CA,  CO,  ID  MT 
NV,  NM,  OR,  UT,  WA,  and  WY.    3/  Excludes  AK  and  HI. 

Peggy  Stringer 
August  6,  1997 
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SEPTEMBER  1, 1997  tkOP  PRODUCTION  FORECAST 

Montana's  other  spring  wheat  production  forecast  was  raised  from  last  month.  As  of  September  1 , 

production  is  forecast  at  121.8  million  bushels.  If  realized,  this  would  be  14  percent  more  than  last  year  and  the 

second  largest  other  spring  wheat  crop  on  record.  The  large  crop  is  due  mainly  to  the  increased  planted 

acreage.  Average  yield  was  increased  one  bushel  from  last  month  to  29  bushels  per  acre  which  is  3  bushels 

higher  than  1996.  Harvested  acreage  remains  unchanged  at  4.2  million  acres.  So  far  the  weather  has  cooperated 

and  by  September  7th,  75  percent  of  the  crop  had  been  harvested.  There  have  been  few  problems  reported, 

except  for  wheat  stem  sawfly. 

Durum  wheat  production  remains  unchanged  from  a  month  ago  at  7.75  million  bushels,  up  15%  from 

last  year.  Yields  are  expected  to  average  25  bushels  per  acre— the  same  as  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  is 

estimated  at  3 1 0,000  acres. 

Winter  wheat  production  is  not  forecast  as  of  September  1 .  However,  if  you  add  this  month's  spring  and 

durum  wheat  production  to  the  August  winter  wheat  production,  it  gives  an  all  wheat  production  total  of  1 85.05 

million  bushels.  That's  up  nearly  5  percent  from  last  year  and  the  third  largest  wheat  crop  on  record. 

/  Barley  production  also  remains  unchanged  from  a  month  ago  and  is  forecast  at  64.8  million  bushels,  up 

nearly  26  percent  from  1996.  Yields  are  expected  to  average  54  bushels  per  acre  compared  with  43  bushels  last 

year.  If  realized  this  would  be  the  second  highest  yield  on  record.  Harvested  acreage  remains  at  1 .2  million 

acres. 

Forecasted  sugar  beet  yields  remain  unchanged  from  a  month  ago  at  21 .2  tons  per  acre,  down  1 .4  tons 

from  last  year.  Total  production  is  forecast  at  1 .24  million  tons,  down  5  percent  from  last  year. 

New  hay  production  estimates  will  be  available  October  10.  The  August  1  all  hay  production  estimate 

was  set  at  5.735  million  tons,  up  17  percent  from  1996. 

At  the  U.S.  level,  all  wheat  production  is  placed  at  2.51  billion  bushels,  down  1  percent  from  the  last 

forecast,  but  10  percent  more  than  in  1996.  The  U.S.  yield  is  now  forecast  at  39.5  bushels  per  acre.  This  is  0.4 

bushels  less  than  last  month,  but  equals  the  record  high  yield.  Other  spring  wheat  production  is  now  forecast  at 

562  million  bushels,  down  4  percent  from  last  month.  The  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  30.0  bushels  per  acre.  This  is 

1 .3  bushels  per  acre  lower  than  August  1 .  There  were  no  acreage  changes.  Hard  Red  Spring  production  is  down 

from  last  month  as  declines  in  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas  more  than  offset  improved  Montana  prospects.  White 

Spring  production  is  up  again  because  of  the  improved  Washington  crop.  Durum  wheat  production  is  forecast 

at  90.2  million  bushels,  unchanged  from  last  month,  but  still  well  below  last  year.  Yields  are  expected  to 

average  28.1  bushels  per  acre,  down  4.6  bushels  from  last  year. 

\^  U.S.  barley  production  is  forecast  at  379  million  bushels,  down  slightly  from  August  and  4  percent 

below  the  1996  production.  The  expected  yield  per  acre  is  forecasted  at  59.3  bushels,  down  0.1  bushels  from 

last  month,  but  0.8  bushels  above  1996.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  was  unchanged  from  August  at 

6.40  million  acres,  down  6  percent  from  the  previous  year. 

Sugar  beet  production  for  the  U.S.  is  expected  to  total  29.4  million  tons,  an  increase  of  10  percent  from 

1996,  but  down  1  percent  from  the  August  "Crop  Repon"'.  Area  for  harvest,  at  i  .45  million  acres,  is  up  8 

percent  from  last  year,  but  down  slightly  from  the  August  forecast.  The  average  yield,  at  20.5  tons  per  acre,  is 

0.3  tons  above  1996,  but  0.1  tons  below  the  yield  forecasted  in  August. 

Com  production  is  forecast  at  9.27  billion  bushels,  virtually  unchanged  from  last  month  and  1996. 

Based  on  conditions  as  of  September  1,  yields  are  expected  to  average  125.2  busiiels  per  acre,  down  0.1  bushels 

Vom  last  month  and  1 .9  bushels  from  1996.  Acreage  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  for  grain  is  forecast  at  74.0 

million  acres,  unchanged  from  last  month.  Yield  prospects  in  Indiana  and  Wisconsin  decreased.  Forecasted 

yields  in  Illinois,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  and  Ohio  were  unchanged. 

Peggy  Stringer 
September  12,  1997 
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AGRICULTURAL  PmCES  RECEIVED  FOR  AUGUST 


Montana  wheat  prices,  with  the  exception  of  durum,  fell  slightly  from  July.  Winter  wheat  fell  4  cents  to 
$3.72  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  fell  5  cents  to  $3.84  per  bushel,  but  durum  rose  55  cents  to  $4.97  per  bushel. 
The  all  wheat  average  price  was  $3.90  for  August,  down  2  cents  from  July.  Barley  prices  also  showed  a 
decrease  from  a  month  ago  with  feed  barley  averaging  $2.06  per  bushel,  down  10  cents,  and  malt  barley  fell  1 
cent  to  $3.28  per  bushel.  Oats  averaged  $1.32  per  bushel.  August  alfalfa  hay  prices  were  up  $3.00  from  July  to 
$82.00  per  ton  and  other  hay  prices  went  up  $2.00  to  $73.00  per  ton. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  August  were  higher  except  for  cows  and  sheep.  Steer  and  heifer 
prices,  at  $77.30  per  cwt,  were  up  $4.10.  Cow  prices  fell  $1.20  to  $39.20  per  cwt  and  the  average  price  of 
calves  rose  $6.00  to  $85.80  per  cwt.    Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-September  averaged  $77.00  per  cwt. 
August  sheep  prices,  at  $40.50,  were  down  $3.40  per  cwt,  while  lamb  prices  rose  $9.50  per  cwt  to  $98.80. 
August  milk  prices  increased  20  cents  to  $12.30  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  the  all  wheat  price  for  August  averaged  $3.56  per  bushel,  up  33  cents  from  July.    The  all 
barley  price  averaged  $2.37  per  bushel,  up  10  cents.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  up  $1 .20  to  $66.60  per  cwt 
Cow  prices  were  $36.40  and  hog  prices  were  $55.30  per  cwt.    Egg  prices  were  63.5  cents  per  dozen. 

The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  September  was  108  based  on  1990-92=100, 
unchanged  from  August.  Price  increases  from  August  for  tobacco,  milk,  eggs,  and  grapes  offset  price  decreases 
for  hogs,  broilers,  soybeans,  and  onions.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix  of  commodities  farmers  sell  also 
affect  the  overall  index  level,  however,  these  changes  were  essentially  offsetting  in  September. 

Compared  with  September  1996,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  8  points  (6.9  percent)  lower.  Price 
decreases  from  September  1996  for  com,  milk,  wheat,  and  soybeans  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  lettuce, 
calves,  potatoes,  and  hay. 


Peggy  Stringer 
September  29,  1997 
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SEPTEMBER  1997  SMALL  GRAIN  SUMMARY     »        &»»fi««^     St'W^  ^        e-mail    na5s-mt@nassusda  gov 

Dry  conditions  during  the  fall  of  1996  led  winter  wheat  producers  to  plant  the  second  smallest  winter 
wheat  crop  since  1951.  Montana's  winter  wheat  acreage  was  estimated  at  1.6  million  acres,  down  26%  from 
last  year.    Winter  kill  caused  many  acres  to  be  reseeded,  but  producers  were  able  to  harvest  1 .45  million  acres, 
down  27%  from  1996.  Adequate  moisture  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  and  timely  rains  in  most  of  the  winter 
wheat  producing  areas  set  the  stage  for  the  fourth  highest  yield  on  record.  Average  yield  was  estimated  at  39 
bushels  per  acre,  up  7  bushels  from  last  year,  for  a  total  production  of  56.55  million  bushels  which  is  down  1 1% 
from  1996. 

Spring  wheat  acreage  made  up  for  the  lost  winter  wheat  acreage.  Montana  producers  planted  an 
estimated  4.35  million  acres,  up  150,000  from  last  year,  and  the  largest  spring  wheat  acreage  planted  since  1953 
when  other  spring  and  durum  wheat  records  were  combined.  The  eastern  third  of  the  state  suffered  from  some 
drought-like  conditions  early  in  the  year,  but  the  rest  of  the  state  had  a  fair  growing  season  with  timely  moisture. 
Producers  were  able  to  harvest  4.2  million  acres,  up  100,000  from  last  year.  Yields  averaged  29  bushels  per 
acre  across  the  state,  up  3  bushels  from  1996,  but  down  nearly  3  bushels  from  the  last  five-year  average  due 
mainly  to  lower  yields  in  the  eastern  third  of  the  state.  Total  production  was  estimated  at  121 .8  million  bushels, 
up  14%  from  last  year.  This  is  the  second  largest  crop  on  record  only  behind  1995's  production,  due  mainly  to 
the  large  number  of  acres  harvested. 

Montana  durum  wheat  growers  planted  290,000  acres  and  harvested  280,000  acres,  both  unchanged 
^    from  last  year's  revised  acreage  estimates.  Droughty  conditions  held  back  average  yield  and  was  estimated  at 
'       26  bushels  per  acre,  up  1  bushel  from  last  year,  when  drought-like  conditions  also  occurred.  Total  production 
was  estimated  at  7.28  million  bushels,  up  nearly  4  percent  from  last  year. 

Barley  acreage  in  Montana  was  estimated  at  1.3  million  acres  with  harvested  acreage  set  at  1 .2  million 
acres,  both  unchanged  from  1996.  Average  yields  were  set  at  53  bushels  per  acre,  up  10  bushels  from  last  year. 
This  is  the  second  highest  yield  on  record.  Not  as  much  barley  is  grown  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  state  which 
kept  yields  up  unlike  spring  wheat.  Total  production  was  estimated  at  63.6  million  bushels,  up  23  percent  from 
last  year. 

Oat  production  was  estimated  at  3.85  million  bushels,  up  nearly  twice  the  amount  produced  last  year. 
Producers  harvested  more  acreage  and  had  better  yields  than  1996.  Planted  acreage  was  estimated  at  140,000 
acres,  up  40,000  from  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  was  set  at  70,000  acres,  up  20,000  from  last  year.  Yields 
averaged  55  bushels  per  acre,  up  15  bushels  from  last  year. 

At  the  National  level,  the  1997  winter  wheat  production  was  estimated  at  1 .88  billion  bushels,  up  1 
percent  from  the  August  forecast  and  27  percent  more  than  1996.  This  is  the  largest  production  level  since  1990. 
Yields  averaged  a  record  high  45.0  bushels  per  acre.  This  is  up  0.4  bushels  from  the  last  forecast  and  nearly 
eight  bushels  per  acre  better  than  the  1996  average.    Harvested  area  was  estimated  at  41 .8  million  acres,  up  1 
and  5  percent  from  August  and  last  year,  respectively,  and  was  largely  due  to  an  increase  in  the  Kansas 
harvested  area. 

U.S.  other  spring  wheat  production  in  1997  was  estimated  at  558  million  bushels,  down  1  percent  from 
the  September  forecast  and  19  percent  less  than  in  1996.  Harvested  area  was  18.7  million  acres,  down  5  percent 
/       from  last  year.  A  decrease  in  North  Dakota  more  than  offset  the  Minnesota  increased  grain  area.  The  U.S.  yield 
was  29.9  bushels  per  acre,  down  a  tenth  of  a  bushel  from  September,  and  5.2  bushels  per  acre  below  last 
season's  average.  This  is  the  lowest  U.S.  yield  since  1989. 

Durum  production,  at  the  National  level,  for  1997  was  estimated  to  total  86.2  million  bushels,  down  4 
percent  from  the  last  forecast  and  26  percent  less  than  in  1996.  The  U.S.  yield  was  placed  at  27.7  bushels  per 
acre,  down  0.4  bushels  from  the  last  forecast  to  the  lowest  average  in  eight  years.  Area  for  grain  now  totals  3.11 
million  acres,  down  3  and  13  percent  from  the  last  forecast  and  1996.  respectively. 

U.S.  barley  production  in  1997  was  estimated  at  374  million  bushels,  down  5  percent  from  last  year's 
estimate.  Average  yield  per  acre,  at  58.3  bushels,  was  down  0.2  bushels  from  1996.  The  area  harvested  for 
grain  was  estimated  at  6.43  million  acres,  5  percent  less  than  a  year  ago.  Production  was  1  percent  below  the 
September  1  forecast. 

U.S.  production  of  oats  in  1997  totaled  176  million  bushels,  13  percent  above  last  year's  record  low  crop. 
Despite  the  increased  production  over  1996,  the  1997  crop  is  still  the  third  lowest  production  on  record  since 
1866.  Grain  yield  per  harvested  acre  averaged  60.5  bushels,  up  2.7  bushels  from  1996  and  the  third  highest  yield 
on  record.  Area  harvested  for  grain,  at  2.91  million  acres,  was  up  8  percent  from  last  year,  and  is  the  second 
lowest  harvested  acreage  since  estimates  were  first  made. 

Peggy  Stringer 
September  30,  1997 
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All  wheat  stocks  in  Montana  on  September  1,  1997  totaled  190.2  million  bushels,  up  12%  from  the  same 
quarter  last  year.  Stocks  stored  on  the  farm  accounted  for  161 .0  million  bushels  of  the  total  with  the  remaining 
29.2  million  stored  off  farm.  All  spring  wheat  stocks,  at  135.6  million  bushels,  was  up  15%  from  last  year  and 
accounted  for  71%  of  the  total.  Winter  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  54.6  million,  up  4%  from  last  year. 
Durum  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  6.6  million  bushels,  up  10%  from  last  year.  Barley  stocks  in  all 
positions  on  September  1,  1997  were  up  1 1%  from  last  year  and  were  set  at  54.5  million  bushels.  Oat  stocks  on 
September  1,  1997  were  up  56%  from  a  year  ago  and  were  estimated  at  3.98  million  bushels. 

Nationally,  all  wheat  stocks  in  all  storage  positions  September  1,  1997  were  estimated  at  2.07  billion 
bushels,  up  20  percent  from  September  1,  1996.  Farm  stocks  totaled  794  million  bushels,  and  off-farm  stocks 
were  1 .28  billion  bushels.  The  on-farm  total  was  down  4  percent  from  a  year  ago,  but  the  off-farm  level  was  up 
42  percent.  All  wheat  disappearance  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  1997-98  marketing  year  totals  897  million 
I  bushels,  down  4  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 

U.S.  durum  wheat  stored  in  all  positions  on  September  1,  1997  totaled  87.8  million  bushels,  down  14 
percent  from  last  September.  On  farm  stocks,  at  51.0  million  bushels,  were  down  36  percent  from  last  year. 
Disappearance  from  all  positions  was  29.1  million  bushels,  down  26  percent  from  June-August  1996. 

Barley  stocks,  at  the  national  level,  in  all  positions  on  September  1,  1997  were  estimated  at  326  million 
bushels,  3  percent  above  the  stocks  of  September  1,  1996.    Indicated  disappearance  during  the  June-August 
quarter  totaled  158  million  bushels,  12  percent  below  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  Oats  stored  nationally  in 
all  positions  on  September  1,  1997  totaled  155  million  bushels,  16  percent  above  the  stocks  on  September  1, 
1996.    Indicated  disappearance  during  the  June- August  quarter  totaled  88  million  bushels,  fractionally  below 
the  same  period  a  year  ago.  Old  crop  com,  at  the  U.S.  level,  stored  in  all  positions  on  September  1 ,  1 997,  was 
estimated  at  884  million  bushels,  up  108  percent  from  September  1,  1996,  but  still  43  percent  below  the 
September  1,  1995  level. 


Peggy  Stringer 
September  30,  1997 
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Montana  sugar  beet  production  is  forecast  at  1.31  million  tons,  up  slightly  from  last  year  and  up  6 
percent  from  last  month's  forecast.  Forecasted  yield  was  raised  1 .2  tons  per  acre  from  last  month  to  22.4  tons 
per  acre  which  is  down  0.2  ton  per  acre  from  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  remains  unchanged  at  58,500  acres, 
up  1,000  acres  from  last  year.  As  of  October  5th,  17  percent  of  the  crop  had  been  harvested  equal  to  the  five- 
year  average. 

Sugar  beet  production  for  the  U.S.  is  expected  to  total  29.6  million  tons,  an  increase  of  1 1  percent  from 
1996  and  up  1  percent  from  September.  Area  for  harvest,  at  1 .43  million  acres,  is  up  8  percent  from  last  year, 
but  equal  to  the  September  forecast.  The  average  yield,  at  20.7  tons  per  acre,  is  0.5  tons  above  1996  and  0.2 
tons  above  the  yield  forecasted  in  September. 

Forecasted  hay  yields  for  Montana  were  increased  from  the  August  forecast.  Alfalfa  hay  yields  rose  0. 1 
ton  per  acre  to  2.6,  which  is  0.5  tons  higher  than  1996.  Total  production  of  alfalfa  hay  is  estimated  at  4.55 
million  tons  up  27  percent  from  last  year  due  to  both  increased  acreage  harvested  and  higher  yields.  If  realized 

^  this  would  be  a  record  production  of  alfalfa.  Harvested  acreage  is  estimated  at  1 .75  million  acres,  up  50,000 
from  last  year  and  is  the  largest  acreage  on  record.  Other  hay  yields  also  rose  0.1  tons  to  1 .7  tons  per  acre,  up 
0.2  tons  from  1996.  Total  production  is  set  at  1.445  million  tons,  up  7  percent  from  last  year.  Acreage 
harvested  is  unchanged  at  850,000  acres,  down  50,000  acres  from  last  year.  All  hay  production  is  estimated  to 
be  a  record  5.995  million  tons,  up  22  percent  from  last  year  and  up  12  percent  from  the  previous  record  set  in 
1995. 

U.S.  all  hay  production  for  1997  is  forecast  at  152  million  tons,  down  1  percent  from  the  August 
forecast,  but  up  2  percent  from  1996.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  for  alfalfa  and  alfalfa  mixtures  and 
other  hay  was  unchanged  from  August  at  60.8  million  acres,  down  slightly  from  the  previous  year.  All  hay 
yields  are  forecast  at  2.50  tons  per  acre,  down  slightly  from  August,  but  up  0.05  tons  from  the  previous  year. 
Expected  production  declines  from  August  in  Texas,  Nebraska,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  Kentucky  more  than 
offset  expected  increases  in  California,  South  Dakota,  Kansas,  and  Montana.  Below  normal  precipitation  and 
above  normal  temperatures  during  the  late  summer  months  were  the  main  reasons  given  for  the  drop  in  expected 
yields  from  the  previous  forecast. 

^  U.S.  production  of  alfalfa  and  alfalfa  mixtures  is  forecast  at  78.2  million  tons,  up  slightly  from  the 

August  forecast,  but  down  2  percent  from  a  year  ago.  Yields  are  expected  to  average  3.32  tons  per  acre,  up  0.02 
tons  from  the  previous  forecast  and  0.05  tons  above  last  year.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  was 
unchanged  from  August  at  23.6  million  acres,  down  3  percent  from  1996.  Yield  increases  from  August  were 
common  across  the  western  half  of  the  country,  while  decreases  were  common  in  the  Lake  States  (Minnesota, 
Wisconsin.  Michigan)  and  the  Northeast  (New  York.  Pennsylvania). 

U.S.  all  other  hay  production  is  74.0  million  tons.  3  percent  below  the  August  forecast,  but  6  percent 

,      ibove  the  year  earlier.  Despite  the  reduction  in  expected  yields  from  August,  the  current  forecast  still  represents 
a  record  other  hay  production.  Other  hay  yields  are  expected  to  average  1.99  tons  per  acre,  down  0.05  tons  from 
August,  but  up  0.08  ton  from  1996.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  was  unchanged  from  August  at  37.3 
million  acres,  up  1  percent  from  last  year. 

Peggy  Stringer 
October  10,  1997 
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Governor  Racicot  Supports  1997  Census  of  Agriculture^  I      jf"  i\  ''''•■    ■■" 

(Helena)~The  Census  of  Agriculture  is  being  conducted  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Montana's  farmers  and  ranchers  are  encouraged  to  complete  their  1997  Census  of  Agriculture  forms  when 
they  receive  them  in  the  mail.  Governor  Marc  Racicot  says,  "It  is  vital  to  the  well-being  of  Montana's  number 
one  industry  that  the  information  be  collected  and  compiled  on  a  variety  of  farm-related  activities  to  help  the 
industr>-  make  vital  marketing  decisions."  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  Director  Ralph  Peck  also  urges 
the  state's  farm  and  ranch  operators  to  complete  the  agricultural  census  report  forms  accurately  and  to  return 
them  promptly  to  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Other  state  governors  across  the  country  also  are 
asking  their  producers  to  support  the  agriculture  census,  the  25th  in  a  series  that  began  in  1 840. 

The  current  agricultural  census  will  update  findings  of  the  1992  farm  census.  The  figures  are  used  in 
many  national  and  state  programs  affecting  agriculture,  including  those  dealing  with  funding  for  extension 
work,  research,  soil  conservation  and  other  services.  Private  industry  uses  agricultural  census  statistics  to 
^Bprovide  more  effective  production  and  distribution  systems.  For  example,  the  statistics  are  used  to  locate  feed 
mills  and  farm  equipment  dealerships  where  they  will  provide  better  service  and  offer  competitive  prices  to 
farmers. 

The  law  requiring  farmers  and  ranchers  to  complete  the  census  forms  also  protects  the  confidentiality 
and  privacy  of  the  information  they  supply.  Individual  forms  cannot  be  seen  by  other  than  sworn  NASS 
employees.  The  agriculture  census  is  the  only  source  of  uniform  data  down  to  the  county  level  on  agricultural 
production  and  inventories.  Originally  taken  every  ten  years,  farm  census  data  have  been  collected  every  five 
years  since  1920. 

Governor  Racicot  concludes,  "A  successful  farm  census  depends  entirely  upon  farmers  and  ranchers 

completing  their  report  forms  accurately  and  quickly." 

Peggy  Stringer 
December  19,  1997 
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Montana  winter  wheat  increased  10  cents  to  $3.43  per  bushel,  durum  wheat  increased  16  cents  to  $5.78 
per  bushel.  Spring  wheat  went  up  1  cent  to  $3.57  per  bushel.  Feed  barley  increased  19  cents  per  bushel  to 
$2.29  and  malt  barley  decreased  7  cents  to  $3.12  per  bushel.  The  oats  price  is  down  3  cents  to  $1.21  per  bushel. 
The  all  wheat  price  for  mid-December  averaged  $3.46  per  bushel  and  the  all  barley  price  was  $2.76.  The  price 
for  alfalfa  hay  in  December,  at  $82.00  per  ton  is  up  $1 .00  from  last  month.  The  December  other  hay  price  is 
down  $1.00  from  November  at  $70.00  per  ton.  ^^  l     hlA\,h         f  f  |*     I    I    '  T  J  "^ 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  November  were  mixed.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  increased  $1 .40  to 
$81.90  per  cwt.  Cows  decreased  $1.30  to  $32.10  and  the  average  price  for  calves  fell  $2.40  to  $85.30  per  cwt. 
Sheep  increased  $3.10  to  $37.20  per  cwt  while  lambs  decreased  $3.60  to  $93.20  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  increased 
40  cents  from  last  month  to  $14.20  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-December  averaged  $81.20  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  the  all  wheat  price  for  November  averaged  $3.40  per  bushel,  down  1 5  cents  from  October, 
^^rhe  all  barley  price  averaged  $2.41  per  bushel,  down  4  cents.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  up  20  cents  to  $67.50 
per  cwt.  Cow  prices  were  $31.90  and  hog  prices  were  $45.10  per  cwt.  Egg  prices  were  80.6  cents  per  dozen. 

The  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  December  was  104  based  on  1990-92=100,  down  3 
points  from  November.  Price  decreases  from  November  for  wheat,  com,  cotton,  soybeans,  lettuce,  hogs,  eggs, 
and  poultry  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  peanuts,  rice,  and  strawberries.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  mix 
of  commodities  farmers  sell  also  affect  the  overall  index  level.  Lower  seasonal  marketings  of  com,  peanuts, 
soybeans,  grapes,  cattle,  and  calves  more  than  offset  the  relatively  higher  marketings  of  wheat,  hay,  tobacco, 
oranges,  lettuce,  hogs,  and  poultry. 

Compared  with  December  1996,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  6  points  (5.5  percent)  lower.  Price 

decreases  from  December  1 996  for  wheat,  com,  cotton,  soybeans,  oranges,  lettuce,  hogs,  and  poultry  more  than 

offset  price  increases  for  cattle,  calves,  strawberries,  tomatoes,  and  potatoes. 

Peggy  Stringer 
December  30,  1997 
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MONTANA  HOG  INVENTORY  UP  17  PEBgjgl^t.'^KS.  HOG  INVENTORY  UP  7  PERCENT 


Montana  hog  producers  increased  their  inventory  to  175,000  head,  up  17  percent  from  December  1, 
1996.  Of  the  total  hogs,  150,000  were  market  hogs  ,  up  12  percent  and  25,000  were  breeding  stock  up  9,000 
head  from  last  year.  >*?^  .-    i  %  \-,    j-.-c  -. 'si^     f    ■■    ^  ^.J  i\'- 


The  number  of  sows  farrowing  from  December  r99()1Rfou^I^Noi'Vember  1 997,'at  36,^u  ftead;  were 
down  3  percent  from  the  previous  year.  The  pig  crop  from  these  farrowings  also  decreased,  but  only  by  2 
percent,  to  3 1 5,000  pigs  making  the  average  litter  rate  8.75  compared  with  8.73  last  year.  There  were  650 
farms  with  pigs  in  Montana  during  1997,  down  100  farms  from  1996. 

U.S.  inventory  of  all  hogs  and  pigs  on  December  1,  1997,  was  59.9  million  head.  This  was  7  percent 
above  December  1996  but  1  percent  below  September  1.  1997.  Breeding  inventory,  at  6.98  million  head,  is  up 
5  percent  from  December  1,  1996  and  up  1  percent  from  September  1,  1997.    Market  hog  inventory,  at  52.9 
million  head  was  7  percent  above  last  year  but  1  percent  below  last  quarter. 

.  The  September-November  1997  U.S.  pig  crop,  at  25.3  million  head,  was  9  percent    more  than  1996  and 

8  percent  more  than  1995.    Sows  farrowing  during  this  period  totaled  2.93  million  head,  8  percent  above  last 
year.  The  sows  farrowed  during  this  quarter  represented  42  percent  of  the  breeding  herd.  The  average  pigs  per 
litter  continues  to  increase  at  a  rapid  pace,  with  an  average  of  8.63  pigs  saved  per  litter  for  the 
September-November  period.    Last  year  the  litter 

rate  averaged  8.52  pigs  per  litter.  Pigs  saved  per  litter  by  size  of  operation  ranged  from  7.40  for  operations  with 
1-99  hogs  to  8.90  for  operations  with  more  than  5,000  hogs  and  pigs. 

U.S.  hog  producers  intend  to  have  2.91  million  sows  farrow  during  the  December  1 997-February  1998 
quarter,  9  percent  above  the  actual  farrowings  during  the  same  period  last  year,  and  6  percent  higher  than  1996. 
Intended  farrowings  for  March-May  1998,  at  3.04  million  sows,  are  3  percent  above  both  the  1997  and  the  1996 
period. 

The  number  of  hog  operations  with  hogs  totaled  138,690  during  1997,  down  1 1  percent  from  last  year 

and  24  percent  below  1995.  Places  with  2,000  or  more  hogs  on  hand  accounted  for  4  percent  of  the  operations 

and  55  percent  of  the  inventory.    This  is  the  second  time  operations  with  inventories  over  2,000  head  have 

controlled  over  50  percent  of  the  total  inventory.  The  number  of  operations  with  over  5,000  head  of  inventory, 

at  1,520,  accounted  for  35  percent  of  the  total  inventory.  The  total  number  of  hogs  under  contract,  owned  by 

these  over  5,000  head  operations,  but  raised  by  contractees,  accounted  for  25  percent  of  the  total  U.S.  hog 

inventory. 

Peggy  Stringer 
December  30,  1997 
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